
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT Suggested Achievement Indicators 

 
Unit A: The Essence of Morality / Morality as a Path to Happiness 

What is moral living? What is the source of morality? 

Moral living is a free response to God’s love and our call to holiness. In reflection on God’s 
absolute wisdom and love, we can see that morality is given to us as the guide to happiness.  The 
Church voices Christ’s teachings and we are called to deepen our understanding of how to live out 
this holiness.  

Why should I be moral? How can I be moral? 

Moral living is a path to holiness, which results in ultimate happiness.  The moral life is a result of 
careful discernment, ongoing formation, and reflective prayer.  

 

Prescribed Learning Outcomes Suggested Achievement Indicators 

It is expected that students will: 
 

 
The following set of indicators may be used to assess 
student achievement for each corresponding Prescribed 
Learning Outcome. 
 
Students who have fully met the Prescribed Learning 
Outcome are able to: 

A1  differentiate between Christian Morality 
(CCC1 2032) and alternative moralities in 
society  

 God-given versus man-made 
 absolute versus relative 

 

� compare and contrast Christian versus 
secular responses to student suggested 
moral and ethical situations.    
 

� synthesize different philosophical 
approaches to morality [utilitarianism, 
libertarianism, Kantianism, virtue 
ethics] and analyze a case study.  

 
A2   illustrate that living a Christian moral life is 

a response to God's dynamic love for each 
of us reflecting on 

 Natural Law 
 Ten Commandments 

(include counterfeit gods; 
occult) 

� create multi-media presentation (i.e. 
role play; blog; vlog) that reflects 
God’s love for us as we live a 
Christian moral life. 
 

� choose a moral law or a commandment 
and illustrate that it is good for us to 
follow it by compiling evidence of the 
negative effects of breaking it.  

1 CCC Catechism of the Catholic Church 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT Suggested Achievement Indicators 

 
 The Beatitudes 

 

 
� after reading the first chapter of  Mere 

Christianity, students will create a 
definition, with examples, of Natural 
Law and illustrate how observing this 
law contributes to the common good. 
 

� create and present a role-play in which 
they explain to an atheist friend how 
and why everyone is bound by natural 
law and thus morality regardless of 
faith/religious beliefs. 

A3   recognize that we grow in our 
understanding of morality 

 letter of the Law to the spirit 
of the Law 

 Virtues: Theological, 
Cardinal, Other 

� choose a moral situation from your 
childhood that could apply to different 
stages of life.  (e.g. honest issue, 
disagreement with someone)  How did 
you deal with it then?   How would 
you deal with it now?  Interview an 
adult to find out how they would deal 
with it. 
 

� recognize the application of virtue by 
identifying virtues that are used by 
characters in a secular film (ex: City of 
Joy). 

 
A4  relate happiness (CCC 1720; YC2 281, 285) 

to holiness (YC 342) 

 Beatitudes Lk 6 
 Rich Young Man Mt 19 
 Be Perfect Mt 5; Rm 12; 1 

Cor 11.1 

� synthesize the key principle from the 
story “Ring of Gyges” and explain 
how moral decisions can produce 
virtue, and therefore happiness.  
 

� after a discussion of redemptive 
suffering, students will find a saint and 
a contemporary example of a person 
who embodies happiness despite 
suffering that specifically relates to 
beatitude. Create  “saint “ cards 
(trading cards) to promote your 
choices. 

2 YC You Cat 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT Suggested Achievement Indicators 

 
A5 apply a Catholic approach of decision-

making to contemporary moral dilemmas 

 Three parts of morality: 
object, intention, 
circumstance (CCC 1751 – 
1756; YC 291)  

 The importance of consistent 
prayer life in moral decision-
making 

� dramatize the object, intention, and 
circumstance of a moral decision and 
explain the morality of the choice from 
examples or case studies.  
 

� find a current news story that reflects a 
moral dilemma and write a Letter to 
the Editor responding to the issue that 
reflects Catholic teachings. 
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